THE TURK AS RULER
policy with undeserved success. Not merely
did he play one Power off against the other, a
plan previously adopted with success by more
than one other Mohammedan ruler, but he con-
tinually incited Albanian against Serb and Kurd
against Armenian.
We have already seen how even the ex-Sultan
had his admirers, and to these may be added
an Albanian noble, who endeavoured to prove
that he was not the monster the world has
been led to believe him, but a progressive
monarch inspired with the good of his people,
though badly advised by an unscrupulous
camarilla.
At any rate, the old order, which was not
finally overthrown until the summer of 1909,
left the Young Turks a legacy of suspicion and
hate that will tax all their resources. The
country had been so long governed by keyeff and
baksheesh that it seemed to many that such
traditions could not lightly be renounced. The
Turkish nation is essentially a military one. The
Sultan is not crowned, but is invested with a
sword, as emblem of militarism. Former Sultans
girded on the sword of Osman for conquest, and
drew it under the walls of Vienna. Future
Sultans will gird it on for defence. There is,
there can be, no question of further extending
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